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Hrdiration 


IN MEMORY of our pioneer founders, 
and the many other men, women, and 
children who through the years have 
lived with us, worked with us, and 
worshipped with us in Beaver Creek, 
and who have through faith in Jesus 
Christ gone on into the Church trium- 
phant, we affectionately dedicate this 


anniversary memoir. 
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the world.” 
—Matt. 


even unto the end of 


I am with you alway, 


Pat |e 


“And 


Golden Jubilee Hymn 


(Mel. “Now, Thank We All Our God’’) 


We praise Thy name, O Christ, 


Thou King of our salvation. | 
On this our festive day 
We bring our heart’s oblation. | 
Thy name is “Wonderful” 

And truly such Thou art— | 
O Christ be here and now 
Adored by every heart. 

; a 


For fifty years Thy grace 
Bestowed on us unmeasured; 
Thy peace and pardon Lord, 
How greatly by us treasured. 
Unmerited by us 

Thy mercy still is giv’n— 

Yet hear us as we pray, 

O Christ, Thou Son from heav’n. 


Thou art the Corner-stone 

On which our faith is founded; 
Thy wounds and merits, Lord, 
On which our hope is grounded. 
Be with us Christ, our Lord. 
And biess us every one— 

Help us to look to Thee 

AS we our course do run, 


Rich be Thy blessing, Lord, 
Upon this festive day, 
And may Thy richest grace 
Be with us here alway. 
We look to Thee in faith, 
The future’s in Thy hand— 
O, take us home at last, 
Home to that better land. 
—Johan L. Kildahl. 


Beaver Creek Church, 1939 


“Many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us his ways, and we shall walk in his paths.’’—Isaiah 2:3. 
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History of Beaver Creek Congregation 


In the early sixties, men and women of Norse descent were establish- 
ing homes on the unbroken plains and in the woodlands of eastern 
Winnebago and westein Worth Counties, Iowa. Hardly had these early 
pioneer homes been built, before these men and women turned their 
efforts toward the organization of Lutheran congregations and the 
building of churches. Christianity was a vital factor in the thinking 
and the living of these adventurers. They care here to build new 
homes, a new community, little realizing that they had been led to the 
garden spot of this great northwest. But they did know that in their 
pioneer building program, in their trials, sorrows, and failures, as well 
as in their joys and successes, they wanted the guidance, comfort, and 
security of the Christian Church. Therefore simultaneously with the 
appearance of homes here and there, over the plains and in the woods, 
there also appeared churches. 


One of these early fortresses of righteousness was Winnebago Con- 
gregation, organized in 1865. For many years, the spiritual needs of 
the ever increasing number of Lutheran families in this community, 
were cared for through the ministry of this congregation. From a terri- 
tory many miles around, the families came, in lumber wagons drawn 
by horses or oxen, and sometimes one of each, to worship together and 
to fellowship together. Even the several miles some had to travel, did 
not keep them away. There was no choice of church home to be made; 
either they must go the long way to Winnebago, or else have no church 
home at all. Undoubtedly there often was a wish, on the part of many, 
that a church home could be provided nearer by. But for twenty-three 
years Winnebago supplied the spiritual services for the large territory. 
In the meantime, however, Rev. Dahl, pastor of Winnebago Congrega- 
tion, conducted services occasionally in several schoolhouses here and 
there throughout the territory served by him. 


In 1888 the Winnebago church was destroyed by fire. Then a num- 
ter of families living in the southeast part of the congregation, began 
planning together to establish a congregation in their midst, to give 
more adequate service to this immediate community. A meeting was 
held in the Fjeld schoolhouse, on February 15, 1889, at which it was 
formally decided to proceed with the plan of organizing a new congre- 
gation. Rev. J. M. Dahl was chairman of this meeting, and Mr. A. N. 
Hauge was temporary secretary. The name adopted for the new con- 
gregation was “Beaver Creek Norwegian Lutheran Congregation, 
Worth County, Iowa.” It was decided that Beaver Creek, the small 
creek a little over a mile west of the present church site, should be the 
houndary line between Winnebago and Beaver Creek congregations. 
Those who owned land on both sides of the creek should have the privi- 
lege of choosing which congregation they preferred to belong to. 


At this organization meeting the following officers were elected: 
Trustees—Nels Egge, Knudt Felland, and K. J. Ellstad; Treasurer— 
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A. N. Hauge; Secretary—~Mikel Evanson; Janitor-——-P. Anderson. There 
is no available record of who all the charter members were, other than 
that Mikel Evenson and family were the first to join the new congre- 
gation. It took considerable time to complete 
the transfer of members from Winnebago to 
Beaver Creek, even of some of those who took 
part in the planning and organization of Bea- 
ver Creek. 


One of the first things agreed upon was 
that of calling Rev. J. M. Dahl as pastor of 
the congregation. Rev. Dahl also served Win- 
nebago, Village of Fertile, Ellington, and El- 
lington Prairie Congregations. 

To begin with, the services for Beaver 
Creek were conducted in the Larson school- 
house. But it was agreed upon that a church 
home should be provided as soon as possible. . ie 
The congregation decided to build a new > si incmatiaideiliies ee 


church and elected the following committee to Rev. J. M. Dahl 
supervise the building project: O. T. Heimdai, 1889-—1905 


T. T. Ramsey, S. A. Berge, Nels A. Fjeld, and 

Lars O. Strommen. At the organization meeting Mr. Halvor Bang had 
offered to give land for a church site. A one and one-half acre tract 
on the south side of the Bang farm was given free of charge to the 
congregation. The congregation agreed, however, to give the Bang 
family a large size burial lot on the church cemetery, for this generous 
gift. , 

The building of the new church began in 
the summer of 1890. On July 6th the corner- 
stone was laid. The first services were held in 
the church during the winter or early spring 
of 1891. The church was dedicated on October 
11, 1891. The total cost of the building was 
about $3,000. This was raised by special sub- 
scription among the members, and represented 
real sacrifices on the part of these pioneers. 
Necessary additions and improvements were 
likewise made from time to time during the 
following years, adding much to the attrac- 
tiveness and churchliness of the house of wor- 
ship, as well as the church yard and cemetery. 


In 1895 Rev. Dahl spent several months in 
Rev. H. E. Fosness Norway. During his absence, the work in the 
1905—1910 parish was carried on by Rev. Oluf Glasoe. 

At a congregation meeting on May 18, 1905, 

it was decided to sever parish connections with Winnebago Congrega- 
tion. The increasing feebleness of Pastor Dahl and the growth of Win- 
nebago made it more and more necessary for Pastor Dahl to confine 
his efforts to that congregation chiefly. Beaver Creek Congregation 
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had also grown so large that it was felt necessary to be served by a 
-pastor who could give more attention here. It was therefore decided 
to join with Fertile Congregation, and to be served by Rev. H. E. Fos- 


ness, pastor of the Fertile parish. Rev. Fosness 
was installed in Beaver Creek, January 1, 1906. 


On November 1, 1906, Rev. Dahl passed 
away. It was then decided that Beaver Creek 
should again join with Winnebago, and Rev. 
Fosness was called to serve these two congre- 
gations. Rev. Fosnes continued to serve this 
parish until October 1, 1910. In the meantime 
Rev. Joh. Granskou had been called to serve 
this parish, but until his entering upon the 
work here, Rev. C. S. Salveson served as tem- 
porary pastor. Rev. Granskou was installed 
January 15, 1911. 

Again in 1918, Beaver Creek decided to 
terminate its parish association with Winne- 
bago,. so Rev. Granskou’s service as pastor 
of this congregation ended December 31, 1918. 
From that time until April 25, 1920, Rev. R. O. 


Sarees 


Rev. Joh. Granskou 
1911—-1918 


Hjelmeland of Fertile, served the congregation. 


For some time there had been considerable discussion, several meet- 
ings and many proposals, directed toward the organization of a new 
parish. Such arrangements were eventually completed, together with 
Bethany Congregation of Joice, and Concordia Congregation southeast 
of Joice. This new parish called Rev. O. Amdalsrud for its pastor. He 


Rev. R. O. Hjelmeland 
1918—-1920 


was installed on May 16, 1920, and served until 
November 1, 1921, when Rev. L. E. Kleppe 
came to serve the parish. Pastor Kleppe con- 
tinued his service here until the spring of 1933, 
when sickness and death ended his working 
days here on earth. 


With their thoughts ever turned to the fu- 
ture and especially with a concern for making 
the church building adequate for the service 
it could give in a time of new and larger activ- 
ity, the congregation recognized the need of a 
church basement. At the annual meeting of 
the congregation in 1928, a committee of three 
was elected to get an estimate of the cost of 
building a basement under the church. Mem- 
bers of this committee were: Andrew Tvedt, 
Andrew Felland, and Christ Slattum. At a 
later meeting this committee was empowered 


by the congregation to make the necessary arrangements for this work 
to be done. They were assisted in their planning, by a committee from 
the Ladies Aid, consisting of: Mrs. N. E. Fjeld, Mrs. Kk. Tweed, and 
Mrs. O. T. Heimdal. The cost of this project when completed, was 
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$2,500. This was paid with the generous co-operation of the ever-willing 


Ladies Aid. 


Other improvements made in more recent years are, the installation 
of electric lights and a modern heating plant, and then last year the 


repainting of the exterior of the church and 
the complete redecorating of the interior. 
These many improvements, entailing a con- 
siderable cost for a small congregation, mani- 
fest on the part of the congregation members, 
love and respect for the house of God. The at- 
tractive and well equipped church and church- 
yard bespeak the concern of the congregation 
for carrying on the Lord’s work both efficient- 
ly and reverently. The fine spirit of co-opera- 
tion on the part of all committees and indi- 
viduals, in these many projects, has made the 
work a great joy, and thus, surely, doubly 
blessed. 


Over the period of years that God has per- 
mitted Beaver Creek Congregation to live in 
His Grace, there have come many changes and 
developments. Its membership has varied con- 


Rev. O. Amdalsrud 
1920—1921 


siderably from one period to another. At one time, under different 
conditions and circumstances, its membership was considerably more 
than in the later years. There have come joys and sorrows to the indi- 
vidual families and to the congregation as a whole, as well. One of the 
greatest sorrows to the congregation, and to the whole parish, was the 
passing away of its pastor, Rev. Kleppe, who died rather suddenly on 

March 26, 1933. Rev. Kleppe had served the 


19, 1933. 


congregation faithfully, for a long period of 
years during a time of general world-wide and 
local disturbances. In the midst of his work- 
ing day, his labor was abruptly ended. 


In the ensuing period, Rev. Hjelmeland 
served temporarily, until the calling and the 
installation of Rev. L. F. Scheie, on November 


God has in his Mercy continued to bless 
our congregation with His Means of Grace, 
and with a splendid spirit of co-operation and 
loyalty on the part of its members, toward the 
work in the congregation. There has been an 
encouragingly growing interest in the spiritual 


Rev. L. E. Kleppe program of the church manifested by a large 
1921—-1933 and regular attendance at all the services in 


the congregation. 


The most commendable and fruitful venture in the work during 
the last years, has been the successful program of united activity to- 
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gether with the other congregations of the parish. At present we are 
jcined with these two sister congregations in the regular Sunday morn- 
ing worship, alternating in the three churches of the parish. We have 
cne Brotherhood, one Luther League, one L. D.R., one choir, one senior 
and one junior confirmand class. The confir- 
mation services are also held together each 
year, alternating in the three churches. These 
united efforts have indeed added much inspira- 
tion and strength to the respective groups 
concerned, besides fostering a closer fellowship 
between the three congregations. In unity 
there is strength. 


SYNODICAL AFFILIATION 


Beaver Creek Congregation joined The United 
Norwegian Lutheran Church in 1890, the year 
of its organization, and remained as a mem- 
ber until the last church union in 1917, when 
it became a member of The Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church of America, where it still is a Rev. L. F. Scheie 
member. 1933— 


THE LADIES AID 


The Ladies Aid in Beaver Creek, as in other congregations, has been 
a strong factor in building up the congregation. From the very begin- 
ning of the work in Beaver Creek and until the present, the ladies 
rave taken an active part in every phase of the work. Not only have 
they worked tirelessly to gather funds for the many physical improve- 
ments in the church, but they have likewise carried on a positive pro- 
gram of instruction and information for the spirtual advancement of 
the church. Too much credit cannot be given to these workers, past 
and present, for their contribution toward the building of Beaver Creek 
Congregation through fifty years. 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


There has been some form of young people’s activity in Beaver Creek 
from the earliest years of its existence. To begin with, their work con- 
sisted chiefly in gatherings for young people’s socials, helping raise 
funds for projects within the congregation, and also in carrying on the 
choir work in the church. The choir and the Young People’s Society 
were one group for many years. During the years of Pastor Fosness’ 
service, more emphasis was given to organizing the young people and 
carrying on a regular devotional as well as social program. At the same 
time the activities and the efficiency of the choir were increased. In 
later years the young people have worked faithfully as a well organ- 
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ized and progressive Luther League, together with the young people 
oi the other two congregations in the parish. Its program of winning 
and holding the young people for Christ, by means of devotional, in- 
formational, edifying programs; Christian fellowship socials; the Pocket 
Testament League; Bible Camps; conventions and rallies, is one worthy 
ef admiration and support, and we also believe, has heen fruitful in 
this congregation. 


First Choir in Beaver Creek | 
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Front row—Mrs. Andrew Reyerson, Mary Dahl (Mrs. Henry Hansing), 

Karine Fjeld, Anne Berge (Mrs. Elias Oswald), Julia Ellestad (Mrs. me | 
Ole Rusley), Louise Suby (Mrs. C. B. Finsaas). Center row—Sena On- 
stad (Mrs. A. L. Suby), N. K. Nelson, Anete Urstad, Johanna Fjeld, 

Helen Grasley (Mrs. George Gunderson), Thea Felland (Mrs. M. H. 
Suron), John I. Suby. Back row—A. L. Suby, Fred Suby, Carl Suby, 

Peter Hanson, Andrew Reyerson. 


Soman <= 


ed aren nd abi eee (ithe 
' MY pei ia h rae ne mi aia waa D busy oe 
gpa samc hg woken Pee, nee ee i 
| i ye “sugenl saocaadest ‘a 


mine bir sie fa : 


(antes yineH eM) ined ym saoarcost we 
21M) beet! silt (binweO epi o j » 
i 8 2ne@~—wor 199090"9 Angina t fe 


in Ht At cenhy baal notT .(nosishimiD ogiosD rik 
MONE NED ‘SCE weNE ene ah 8 7 svn tis wid 


ie 
] } - 
bey by By 
“a Cr) fy a] 
Sol it 
3? ” See } * 
ay 
2 - 


: 
“- ellie — — * > 


BEET ‘TOoug Aepung 


ane i ae « 


hae 
Patho ~~ 


RS 


Ler 


wa ala 
¢ 
s 


a 
> 


PLY ATT On pO 
ae 4 7 
r ies 


4 
. 
‘ 
- 
‘*S 
¢ 
% 


, 
’ 
¢ 
i 
y 
y 
4 
« 
@ 


4 
ney 
» 
” 
o 
f 
+ 
i 
> 
A 
i 
6 
1 » 
oy 
. 
— 
‘ v 
> ae 
- 
7 + 


, ae 
te 


E eee 
ci a 

4 

” 

4 

& 

o! 


ae © Ow eect 


= — = fi, A cf ye 4 
me Fy ~ AEDES ati | iy ww 


ELEMENTARY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


The importance of being a teaching church has been given serious 
consideration throughout the years of Beaver Creek’s history. In the 
early years the Sunday School work was carried on under great diffi- 
culties. Sometimes meeting in the church, sometimes in the homes, 
and at times in nearby schoolhouses. For many years now the work 
has been done regularly and systematically under relatively favorable 
conditions and with much more available help for teachers and pupils 
alike. There is ample room provided for every class in the church today. 
To the faithful staffs of workers who have through the years carried 
on in this work, the congregation owes its sincere thanks. 

There has also been summer parochial school work carried on in 
Beaver Creek through all these years. Building upon the foundation of 
the Apostles and Prophets, and Christ Jesus Himself the chief corner- 
stone, has been more than a theory. The congregation has considered 
that a vital matter of life. Therefore there has been a constant em- 
phasis upon the importance of the Christian indoctrination of the 
young in the Holy Scriptures, through the means of the Sunday School, 
parochial school, and confirmand instruction. 


i BEAVER CREEK SONS IN THE MINISTRY 
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’ Carl J. Field Irvin A. Suby 


Surely every Christian congregation has a special occasion for rejoic- 
ing when one or more of its sons or daughters is chosen by God for 
special service in the church. Such joy has come to Beaver Creek 
Congregation. 

Carl J. Field, son of Mr. and Mrs. N. E. Fjeld, was born and reared 
within Beaver Creek Congregation. This has always been his church 
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home. In special preparation for his life’s work, he attended three 
schools of our church: Waldorf College, St. Olaf College, and Luther 
Theological Seminary. He was ordained into the Holy Ministry in 1930, 
after being called to serve as pastor at Litchfield, Minnesota. He has 
continued to serve there until the present, but has now accepted a call 
to Gully, Minnesota, where he will move with his family, to take up 
the work next month. 

Irvin A. Suby, son of Mr. and Mrs. F. L. Suby, is claimed by Beaver 
Creek by baptism. Born and reared in this community, he worked and 
worshipped with us during several years. In the course of readjust- 
ments made in congregational constituencies in past years, he was a 
member first of Beaver Creek and then of Bethany (now discontinued). 
His interest has for many years been and still is, in Beaver Creek, as 
kis home congregation. 

He, too, received his formal training for the ministry, in three of 
eur church schools: Luther Academy at Albert Lea, Luther College, 
and Luther Theological Seminary. Rev. Suby was ordained into the 
Holy Ministry in 1928, being called to serve at Sturgis, South Dakcta. 
In 1933 he moved to Nunda, South Dakota, where he is still serving. 

Among the many changes brought about in fifty years time, per- 
haps the most noticeable is the complete change in congregation mem- 
bership. Of those who were charter members of this congregation, only 
two are members with us today. They are: Mr. Jorgen Brosdal and 
Mrs. Halvor Bang. Five others still living, but not members of Beaver 
Creek, are: Mr. B. A. Aasland, Mr. N. A. Fjeld, Mrs. Osmund Heimdal, 
Mrs. Ole Hogen, and Mr. Ole Kingland. Besides these there are quite 
a number still with us, who were children in the families of the charter 


memes , 1951924 


a ” 


1889-1939. Fifty years! Fifty years of God’s love and mercy toward 
sinners. Fifty years of watchful, patient care and guidance. Fifty years 
of abundantly feeding His Flock on the Living Bread, His Holy Word 
and His Sacraments. 

The fruits of that grace, in saved souls, only eternity will reveal. 
Only some of the material fruits can be counted. The following is a 
summary of the ministerial work done during these fifty years: 


Wantised 4... ee 425 7 CAP ae ee ae ae ree 159 
fo tc nt i ae ena an 354 CamaiG a en 2,694 
Couples married ................ 79 Public services ............-.---- 1,387 


Through these years God has given Beaver Creek Congregation nearly 
$75,000 through its many offerings, collections, and other in-gatherings. 
About $45,000 has been used in local expenses and about $30,000 has 
been given toward the support of synodical activities. May these 
gifts and all the other blessings, laid at our disposal, represent in our 
lives, a faithful stewardship over the things of God. May we in the 
future be given the means, material and spiritual, to serve in ever 
increasing measure, the church we love and the Lord of that church, 
whose we are. 
“The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are 
glad.”—Psalm 126:3. 
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Golden Anniversary Festival and 


Foreign Mission Conference of 


Beaver Creek Lutheran Congregation 


September 21-24, 1939 


GUEST SPEAKERS: 
Missionary A. W. Haugan, China 
Missionary J. N. Otte, South Africa 
Rev. O. Amdalsrud, Roland, Iowa 
Rev. R. O. Hjelmeland, Fertile 
Rev. H. F. Huseth, Lake Mills 
Rev. Carl J. Field, Litchfieid, Minnesota 
Rev. T. P. Solem, Osage 


MISSION FESTIVAL SERVICE 


Sunday, September 24, 11 A. M. 
Prelude 
Opening Prayer 
Hymn—5 
Liturgical Service 
Anthem—‘“Send Out Thy Light’’—Joice Parish Choir 
Hymn—119 
Mission Sermon—Rev. A. W. Haugan 
Vocal Solo—John Field 
Offering to Synodical Activities 
Announcements 
Hymn—52 
Closing Prayer 


ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM 


3 P. M. 
Prelude 
Hymn—247 
Devotion—Rev. O. Amdalsrud i 
Music—-Field Trio 
Greetings from the Mother Congregation—Rev. H. F. Huseth 
.Greetings to the Confirmands of Fifty Years—Rev. L. F. Scheie 
Anuthem—‘“The King of Love My Shepherd Is’’—Joice Parish Choir 
Anniversary Address—Rev. T. P. Solem, President, St. Ansgar Circuit 
Golden Jubilee Hymn 
Announcements 
Benediction—Rev. R. O. Hjelmeland 
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